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n the movie Friday Night Lights, almost the entire 
population of a small Texas town turns out each 
week to cheer the local high school football team. 
The movie could just have easily been ý lmed in 

Homewood. Each Friday night in the fall hundreds of 
Homewood residents turn out to root for the home team. 
ñThe football team is just one of the things Homewood 
has that brings the community together,ò says Mayor 
Barry McCulley, a longtime Patriots fan whose two 
children graduated from Homewood High School.

For the past ý ve seasons, the 
Homewood High School Football 
Patriots have dominated their 
Class 5A competition, appearing in 
the Alabama High School Athletic 
Association (AHSAA) playoffs 
every year since 2000 and winning 
state championships in 2000, 2002, 2004, and 2005. 
ñWeôve enjoyed a lot of success,ò says Patriot Head 
Coach Bob Newton, whoôs been at Homewood High 
School for 30 years, the last 11 as head coach.

But big changes are on the horizon for the Patriotsô 2006 
season. For the ý rst time since 1999, Homewood High 

School will play in Class 6A in the ñtoughest region 
in the state,ò according to Newton. The seven other 
teams in Homewoodôs region include Carver, Hoover, 
Minor, Mountain Brook, Oak Mountain, Spain Park, 
and Vestavia Hills. 

Every two years the AHSAA reclassiý es state teams 
with class being determined by student population in 
the 10th, 11th, and 12th grades of each school. With 
Homewoodôs growing population, the high schoolôs 
numbers have increased as well. ñYouôre always glad 

to be in the upper tier of any 
classiý cation,ò Newton says.  

ñThis season is going to be a 
challenge,ò he continues. ñEach 
week is going to be a tough game. 
Weôre going to have to step up and 

play our best. Our players are going to have to work 
hard to meet the challenge.ò

The players realize the challenge they face playing in 
Class 6A. ñItôs one of those steps you donôt know if 
youôre ready for until you take it,ò says rising senior 

Red Mountain Park
One of the nationõs largest urban 
parks proposed only minutes 
from the City of Homewood.
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First Friday Arts
Festival
Summer ArtFest tour of antique 
and design galleries.
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Wi-Fi
Area locations offering highspeed 
wireless internet access.
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he ý fth graders of last year are soon to 
be ñthe new kidsò at Homewood Middle 
School when classes begin in early August.  

These students have the opportunity to attend a 
nationally recognized state of the art facility and to 
experience learning designed for an easy transition 
into middle school life. 

For these newcomers, the step up to the middle 
school is both exciting and challenging. For some, 
it can even seem daunting.  The new students 
come from Homewoods three separate elementary 
schools, Hall Kent, Edgewood, and Shades 
Cahaba, all joining together to form the new sixth 
grade class.  This year they will ý nd both teachers 
and upper classmen ready to welcome them. 

Socially, many students have not met each other 
prior to attending Homewood Middle School. The 
team learning experience facilitates learning and 
developing friendships with new students from 
all three schools coming together. The choices 
of extra-curricular activities to incoming sixth 
graders increase in middle school years. These are 
opportunities for students to pursue and explore 
their own individual interests, while interacting 
with others who share such interests. 

This year on August 25th, three weeks after school 
begins, the new students and their teachers will 
have an opportunity to get to know each other at an 
after school party.   

Other classes play a signiý cant role in welcoming 
new students.  Before attending Homewood 
High School, outgoing eighth graders assist with 
orientation by giving incoming students tours of 
the new school and offering encouragement on a 
peer level.  

On the Gridiron Continued from Page 1.

wide receiver Tyler Robbins. ñWeôve worked 
hard this summer, but weôll have to wait for the 
season.ò After graduating 32 seniors in May, 
the Patriots will be turning to their upcoming 
seniors for leadership. ñItôs like that every 
season but maybe this season more than ever,ò 
Robbins says. ñItôs an exciting thing, but there 
are no guarantees. Every game is going to be a 
challenge.ò

By moving up to 6A, Homewood will regularly 
play bigger schools with more students, 
opposing players who focus on one sport rather 
than multiple sports, and high-quality opponents. 
ñTo be the best, you have to beat the best,ò says 
Mayor McCulley.

Whatever happens, the Homewood community 
will continue to support their hometown heroes. 
ñHomewood is a nice community,ò says Newton. 
ñPeople care about the kids and whatôs going on 
over here at the school.ò 

McCulley says, ñThereôs a great deal of pride 
in the kids and what they do. Itôs not just about 
winning. Whether they win or lose, you leave 
feeling like theyôve played the best they could.ò

By Sayte Holland McComb

VARSITY FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
HOMEWOOD PATRIOTS 2006

Academically, the incoming sixth graders are 
divided into six ñTeams,ò with each team lead by 
two core teachers. While one teacher instructs in 
math and sciences, the second focuses on social 
studies and language arts.  Additional teachers 
provide instruction in elective courses, such as 
band, choir, physical education, family consumer 
science, and the arts.  The team concept enhances 
the educational experience by allowing students to 
bond with two primary team teachers.

The transition from elementary to middle 
school is not limited to students. Opportunities 
for parents to become actively involved in the 
academic experience are numerous and genuinely 
encouraged by school administration and staff.  Dr. 
Bill Cleveland, Principal at Homewood Middle 
School, notes that one way for parents adjusting to 
the new school experience is to become involved 
through various programs at the middle school.  

Of particular interest to parents with children in 
any level of the Homewood School System is a 
program called the Parent Involvement Committee, 
known as PIC.  This program began as a branch of 
the Parent-Teacher Organization and speciý cally 
encourages working parents who may not be 
available to become actively involved in daytime 
support activities to attend informative meetings 
after work.  

Meetings are generally held on the ý rst Monday 
evening of each month at 6:00 p.m.  The sessions 
are always informative and often include a guest 
speaker with topics ranging from Internet Safety 
to Drug Awareness.  The ý rst meeting will be 
held on Monday, September 25th.  Parents with a 
child in any of the Homewood elementary schools 
are invited to attend. Additional information and 
future schedules may be obtained by calling the 
Homewood Middle School ofý ce at 870-0878.
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Transitioning from Elementary
to Middle School




